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s courtesy of the Ping Pong Posse

USC's table tennis club, the ‘Ping Pong Posse, brings together 60
students with a wide range of passion and skill levels.

By ASHLEY ZELDIN
Staff Writer

ing Cili, a freshman majoring in
. 18 known for her power
ful forehand. Yet. she 1s neither a
member of the varsity tenms
team nor the recreation sports
tennis club. And she uses what
those unfamiliar to her game would
label a paddle, not a racquet. For the
record, the so-called “paddles” are
indeed racquets.

Ciii is a member of the USC recre
ational sports department’s Ping Pong
Posse, a collective of about 60 stu
dents who meet up to three times a
week in the North Gym and 12 of
whom comprise one varsity ahd two
junior varsity teams.

Posse plays table tennus. agd
club president Jason Sun admits that
there is a “fine line” separating table
tennis from its more casual counter
part and club misnomer, ping pong

“Once you start using the high
friction, high-performance racquets
that cost anywhere from $60 to $200.
then you could probably say you're
playing table tennis. Sun said. The
friction on the racquets causes the
balls to fly at 7,000 rpm “with a lot of
arc, a lot of deception (and) a lot of
speed.” Sun said.

The Posse arose last year under
the leadership of then-senior Adam
Bobrow and current junior Angad
Singh, a social sciences major with an
emphasis on economics.

“(Bobrow.and Singh) played table
tennis recreationally around the LA
area,” Sun said. “They just couldn't
find players their level at school to
play with, and they decided to start a
club”

The club had “very humble begin
nings.” Sun said. “Our first meeting,

like 30 people and two tables
Now a year and a half later, w! have
five tables —

Courtesy of the Ping Pong Posse

The Posse. The USC Ping Pong Posse, a USC recreational club composed of
table tennis enthusiasts, meets three imes a week at the North Gym

during high school, Cui focused on
volleyball. When she relocated to US(
she joined the Posse

“This is a sport I'm really passion
ate about.” Cui said. “It’s just fun
smacking the ball, really killing it”

On Feb 21, Cui qualified for the
Association of College Unions
International’s national competition,
to take place Friday and Saturday at
Stanford

The ACUI governs competitions
for pool, bowling and sports “that stu
dents play at college unions.” Sun
said

Sun, a business major who has
only been playing table tennis serious
ly for about a year and a half, and his
former doubles partner, Victor Cheng,
placed second in regional play last
year.

“After | qualified for the nationals,

| started thinking about it a lot more

mmusly Lun said. She solicited her

(Aia‘lmi@udd gymlpwe bar-
riers, a full-on club and a college
team. This is the first year we have a
college team”

USC's league also consists of teams
from UCLA, Cal Tech and

Cm.mofon}ylhmdlulalgm:
in this male-dominated club, is one of
the less-experienced members of the
club.

“Competitively, | only just started
(playing) this semester” she said. "I
started when | was sbout 10
years old just for fun every once in a

her sister
e Tt
resided for six years, -

Hex family moved to Chicago, and

to train her
dunng the normal practices, and they
have obliged. The Posse does not haye
a coach, and Sun coaches beginners.

“(My teammates) are easy to get
along with” Cili said. “They're wllhng
to help me (make) improvements.”

Cii said that her weakness is her
backhand. Her racquet grip prevents
her from giving her backhand shots a
lot of force.

“I'm a penholder, so it’s easy for
me to loop, which is the forehand hit”
she said. 1 have a really consistent
forehand hit, and it’s very easy for me
to divert (the ball) to anywhere on the
table.

ting
she said. *I'm able to angle my paddie

so that it can go anywhere on the
tahle.”

She also said that she needs to
work on receiving balls with spin

“I'm getting better at chopping
the ball when it comes at an under
spin.” she said, adding that still needs
to work on returning balls with top
spin and sidespin

Sun agrees that Cui's ability at
controlling balls with spin has devel

“She's really improved a lot.” Sun
said of Ciii. “Shes now gotten a much
broader skill set, her tactics are a lot
better, her footwork is getting a little
bit better”

Sun said that Ciii's USA Table
Tennis rating, out of 3,000, is around
1.200 or 1,300. The average recreation
al player, Sun said, is ranked at about
500 to 1,000.

However, Cii's overall consistency
wavers.

“Because | haven't played compet
itively for all that long, | tend to imi
tate my opponent’s actions,” Cui said
“If (my opponent is) a penholder and
they re very consistent with shots, it
really helps me improve because |
start doing the exact same motions
that they do. But | have to work on my
consistency because that isn't always
a good thing”

But keeping Cili's experience, or
lack thereof, in mind, she has come a
l'ﬂ\ny Ciii doesn't plan to play

ly. or even to
dtu

compete
ldunklupld:diydwly‘ﬁay
table tennis for fun.” she said. "Once
you start playing you get very addict-
edlnilndyw)unwmnnrhy
every day”
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Looking for safe and affordable abortion
services provided by USC Gynecologists?

Contact the Pregnancy Options Clinic
at Women’s and Children’s Hospital

323-226-3768
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